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JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE LEARNS ABOUT SCHOOLS’ RISING COSTS 


Percentage increases since 1900 in educational expenditures in the U.S.--specifical- 
ly daily per pupil costs plus debt service--have averaged only about the same as per- 
centage increases in the per capita personal income. 





This is a finding in "Analysis of the Rising Costs of Public Education," latest in 
a series of reports to the Congressional Joint Economic Committee. The report states: 
"Such low income elasticity of public education must be of deep concern to all those 
who are convinced that improvements in education are essential if the United States is 
to remain a leading world power." On the assumption that teachers’ salaries will in- 
crease 3 percent per year, total current expenditures for public elementary and second- 
ary education, including debt service, will go up 58 percent by 1965, the report says. 
(The 3 percent projection is labeled a "medium" one by the report. Since teachers' 
salaries over the past 10 years have increased on the average about 6 percent per year, 
the project may be on the conservative side.) However, according to the report, "if 
people's attitude toward public education and the way of financing it remain unchanged," 
and the cost of education continues the lockstep with per capita personal income, edu- 
cational needs will suffer a $2.1 billion deficit. The report states, also: “As long 
as the property tax is the main revenue source of schools, general price level increases, 
and particularly teacher salary level increases, are likely to create major fiscal prob- 
lems." (Copies of the report may be secured from the Superintendent of Documents, Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C.) 





NEA MOBILIZES FOR FEDERAL SUPPORT 


In a statement following a meeting of the NEA's Legislative Commission, William G. 
Carr, executive secretary of the association, stated this week: "In the unlikely event 
that the Administration debt service or similar proposal for school construction comes, 
to a vote in either house of Congress, the National Education Association will urge that 
it be defeated." Mr. Carr said that if a bill providing federal grants for school con- 
struction, only, comes to a vote in either house, the NEA will urge that it be amended 
to include teachers' salaries with freedom of choice to the states to decide priorities. 
"If no satisfactory school support bill embodying the principles of the Murray-Metcalf 
bill is enacted by the next session of Congress," Mr. Carr concluded, "the association 
will endeavor to make this matter a major issue in the political campaigns of 1960 so 
that the American people may again express their mandate for enactment of such legisla- 
tion in 1961." 





CHIEF STATE SCHOOL OFFICERS ADOPT AID POSITION 


The Council of Chief State School Officers at its annual meeting last week in Boston 
adopted a resolution calling for "a broad program of federal support of education." 
At the same time, the council reaffirmed that "allocations of federal funds should con- 
stitute, in effect, an additional revenue source which the states can apply to the most 
critical areas of educational expenditure as determined by state need." The council 
also favored a flat grant allocation formula of federal funds to the states. 





Published by the National School Public Relations Association, a department of the National Education Association. 











COLLISION, ILLUMINATION, AND QUALITY 


The word "quality" is rapidly, inexorably being engraved on each and every education- 
al family crest, regardless of family origin. Like democracy and mother love, everyone's 
for it. Everyone wants it. What is it? 





Arthur W. Foshay, executive officer of the Horace Mann-Lincoln Institute of School 
Experimentation, Columbia University, believes quality in education is 
created when an individual, whole student is confronted with the es- 
sence of a particular subject field. Mr. Foshay, speaking before the 
Council of Chief State School Officers last week in Boston, compared 

the collision of student and subject to the collision of two particles 
of matter. In the latter case, effect of collision is to illuminate 
both particles, allowing examination of their structure. In the former, 
a genuine confrontation of student and subject produces the kind of il- 
lumination which allows the student to learn something of his own mental 








structure. "What he learns," Mr. Foshay said, “is that he can think in 
a certain way...The student, when given the opportunity to view a sub- 
Arthur W. Foshay ject as a way of knowing, a way of making, confronts the subject and 


himself, ‘catching himself in the act’ of creation." 


Mr. Foshay emphasized that quality education occurs only when the whole student--the 
"thinking, feeling, discriminating, social, creative" person of whatever mixture of these 
various qualities--encounters subject matter essence. Essence means not just rhetoric 
and a set of rules on grammar, but the means of communication; not just memorization of 
dates and names, but understanding what made the history; not just "cookbook" science 
which puts on demonstrations of scientific principles, but discovery of relationships 
and possibilities in science. 





Quality education will not occur if teachers treat subject matter "as if it had all 
been given and the task was merely to master it." It does not occur in plowing through 
a list of subjects, whether "fundamentals" or "frills," although Mr. Foshay believes "it 
matters more than most people can imagine" what subjects a student takes. Quality educa- 
tion will not be found, either, in rearrangement of schools or "the show biz" of "nation- 
wide talent searches" for the best TV teacher. Nor is it found by “imposing massive eval- 
uation schemes, national test norms, or national curricula." 





"The individual, trying to create himself into a man, is at the center of efforts to 
improve the quality of learning," Mr. Foshay said. With that idea as the core, these are 
his recommendations for peak learning: (1) increased school guidance ("Growing up emo- 
tionally is a prerequisite for growing up in any other way."); (2) top quality inservice 
teacher training ("Programs must include scholars who know their disciplines...educators 
who know what an experiment is."); (3) materials which will aid students in learning for 
themselves ("How can one conceive an adequate high school library of less than 10,000 ti- 
tles, an elementary of less than 4000?"); (4) modern educational tools ("Use of tapes, 
records, films, etc. and teachers trained to use them well."); (5) a per student finan- 
cial floor which will allow quality ("The Educational Policies Commission formula is the 
best now available.") 





-—— FATHERS IN SEARCH OF RIGHT ANSWERS 


More fathers than ever before were among the 250 participants in this year's 
fifth annual Family Living Institute sponsored by the White Plains, N.Y., Council 
of Parent-Teacher Associations. Could be they were drawn by titles given various 
group discussions. A workshop entitled "Yardstick for Parental Authority" filled 
its quota of participants as soon as registration began. Next in popularity were: 
"Can You Live with Adolescence?"; "Tender, Loving Care--Under or Overdone?"; "The 
Herd Instinct"; and "Can Your Children Bear Their Togetherness?" 
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® SSC OPE PREVIEWS OF NATIONAL MAGAZINES. TV, RADIO, AND PRESS REPORTS 


Dateline: New York, N.Y. 
November 19, 1959 


Rickover All Over Again 


Torchbearer of the Council for Basic Education, Vice-Admiral Hyman G. 
Rickover presents his case against the public schools again in next week's 
Saturday Evening Post--this time as ‘The World of the Uneducated." His re- 
iterated criticisms: that schools are "glittering workshops"; that education 
is confused with training; that changing from traditional ABC report card is 
disastrous; that "life adjustment" is overemphasized, etc. No new ideas, few 
"horrible examples" are cited, but it's still dynamite in hands of a pressure 
group. (Sidelight: with uncanny timing, the National Council for the Social 
Studies’ November Social Education covers exactly same ground differently in 
“What Has Happened to Our Schools?") 


(Nov. 28 Saturday Evening Post, on stands Nov. 24) 

















Newest Witness for Schools—Joe Welch 


& Education and its vital role in the American way of life will be the 

topic of Joseph N. Welch's "Message for Americans" during intermission 
time of Sunday's telecast of "Leonard Bernstein and the New York Philharmonic." 
The noted Boston attorney will be seen in Harvard University's famed Widener 
Library as he testifies to the importance of learning. 


(Sunday, Nov. 22, 5-6 p.m.,E.S.T., CBS-TV) 





Conant Comes Back, Too 





In case any parent in the U.S. missed the Sept. 14 Time cover story on 
James B. Conant, it's condensed in the new Reader's Digest. Titled "Educa- 
tion for All the Children of All the People," it's a distillation of the sur- 
vey of American education today, and of Conant's confidence in our present 
high school framework to do the job needed. 


(Dec. Reader's Digest, on stands Nov. 23) 











Dad Does His Job 
An inspiring corrective to the widespread "parental abdication" comes in 
a welcome Reader's Digest repeat, "Our Home Education for John.*' First re- 





printed from Rotarian in 1941, it reappears at FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover's re- 
quest. An anonymous father tells how home projects, family encouragement over 
20 years developed his son's intellectual curiosity, self-reliance, sense of 
duty. "I believe parents delegate to the school system too much responsibility 
for their children's education," he says. No derision of schools here; simply 
recognition that home stimulus is indispensable for the best learning. 

(Dec. Reader's Digest,on stands Nov. 23) 
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Blast Off! 








Winding up the observance of the first International Rocket Week (sure to 
be celebrated by moon-minded elementary pupils’) is the "Open Hearing" net- 


work TV program this Sunday. Experts 
ministration are on hand (and interes 


from National Aeronautics and Space Ad- 
t is heightened since NASA really took the 


reins with recent take-over of the Redstone Missile projects). 


ETV—A Money-Saver! 


(Sunday, Nov. 22, 3 p.m., E.S.T., ABC-TV) 


Watchdogs who feel educational TV is always an experimental luxury just for 





schools with money to burn will be surprised by Parents this month. "Educational 
TV Saves Miami Schools a Million" tells how Dade County, Fla., turned to elec- 
tronic instruction when crucially needed new classrooms could not be financed. 
Writer Don Shoemaker, Miami Herald editorial page editor, gives program resound- 
ing OK. He calls effect on staff, pupils, and citizens salutary, estimates 
$300,000 salary savings, $1,000,000 in building costs. 





For JD: Action, Not Reaction 


(Dec. Parents, available next week) 





& CBS Radio's "The Leading Question" continues its study of juvenile delin- 
quency tomorrow, with "How Can Home and Community Combat Increasing JD?" 
Lew Shollenberger moderates for anthropologist Mary Ellen Goodman, National VFW 
Commander Louis Feldmann (VFW has a special anti-JD project this year), and 
others. Nov. 27 final program features Washington police inspector John Winters 
and others on "What Is the Role of Government in Preventing JD?" 


(Friday, Nov. 


20, 10:05-10:30 p.m., E.S.T., CBS Radio*) 


*Some stations do delayed broadcast, so check your local schedule. 


End to “Dry-As-Dust” Earth Studies? 


Pointing up vital role of geography study even in "space age," this week's 
Saturday Evening Post admits unimaginative presentation has caused much of its 
neglect. It sees great hope for revitalizing study in the fact that National 
Council for the Social Studies has devoted its new yearbook to the need for more 








and better teaching of geography. 


Rebel—With What Cause? 


(Nov. 15 Saturday Evening Post) 








Of interest to high school PTA study groups is a five-day inquiry into a 
daytime teen-ager's violent rebellion against her parents, on "House on 
High Street" TV series. Based on actual case, it considers psychological, 


physical aspects. (Weekdays, Nov. 


Survival of the Fittest 


18 through 24, 4 p.m., E.S.T., NBC-TV) 


"A Guide for Intrepid Parents" in the new Parents gives sane ground-rules 
for successful teen-age parties, and how to enforce them without being an ab- 
solute kill-joy. Easily applicable to school social functions (author Eric 
Johnson, headmaster of Germantown Friends School, adapted this from his wryly- 
titled parent's handbook: How To Live Through Junior High School). 








(Dec. Parents, available next week) 
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PROGRESS REPORT 


The National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education is well into its task 
of evaluation of programs for preparation of school administrators, according to a re- 
port released by NCATE last week. The task was undertaken at request of the American 


Association of School Administrators, following action taken at AASA's convention last 
February. 





Carried on as part of regular NCATE operations, the new accreditation program will 
be the responsibility of specially selected members of a larger evaluation team. A 
report on any administration program will be part of the report on the total teacher 
training program of any institution in question. In the works at Council offices, also, 
are questionnaire forms to be filled out by institutions offering two-year or longer 
graduate programs in school administration. The €xecutive committee of NCATE, in other 
action to carry out the job, has appointed a Subcommittee on Standards, who will report 
to the council's General Committee on Standards at its December meeting. 





THE AGE OF FIRST-GRADERS 


Using chronological age as the sole criterion for admission to first grade may cost 
talented youngsters a year in their progress through school, according to a report to 
the Rhode Island Citizens Association for Public Schools. Titled "Minimum Admission 
Age for First Grade," the report recommended a more flexible standard based on "abili- 
ties, aptitudes, personalities and social backgrounds prevalent among children." While 
psychological tests are not infallible, it stated, "experience shows they are more re- 
liable...for measuring school readiness than chronological age." The span of admission 
ages was put at 18 months, according to the report, which cited an early admissions pro- 
gram in Brookline, Mass., where children six months younger than regular minimum age are 
admitted if they give evidence of mental maturity significantly beyond their age. 





In other action on the first-grade front, the Alexandria, Va., schools this fall be- 
gan a screening program, first in the area, to determine readiness to begin school. 


x@ CROSS COUNTRY 








Convinced that it helps to put it down in black and white, the New Mexico State 
Department of Education has published "A Guide for State-Local Relationships in 
Education." Stressing partnership, the guide outlines responsibilities and func- 
tions of the various state educational agencies. . . Phi Delta Kappa has author- 
ized a national study of state and local school finance, directed by George D. _ 
Strayer, Jr., professor of educational administration, University of Washington 
. . »-New York's Bronx High School of Science, with 51 semifinalists, stands first 
among public and private high schools across country in National Merit Scholar- 
ship competition; Washington-Lee High School of Arlington, Va., with 45, ranks 
second. . . A mail survey by Oklahoma Education Assn. spotlights Sooner State's 
upgrading of education: of 325 schools queried, 81 are offering chemistry for 
first time, 72 biology, 66 general science, 58 physics, and 73 expanded language 
programs. . . Faculty-student ratios in higher education will be investigated by 
National Commission on Accrediting as a result of recommendations made at June 
conference. . . Sioux City, Iowa, kids will study city’s history and organization 
from "Sioux City Kits" prepared by Sioux City Chamber of Commerce. . . Skyrocket- 
ing Los Angeles enrollments required 2500 new teachers this year, including 500 
mothers back to classrooms now that their own children had started school. . . 
To help equalize educational opportunities throughout the state, University of 
Wisconsin Extension Division is developing a pilot program in foreign language 
for three smaller state high schools. . . Classes for "delinquent parents" in 
court room of Dearborn, Mich., Municiapl Judge George T. Martin have resulted 
in only two "failures" out of 1500 parents attending over last two years. 











In a switch on an old plea, Frederick M. Raubinger, New Jersey State Com- 
missioner of Education, urges schoolmen to "don't just do something-- 

stand there't" It's good advice, he says, because educators "should  ) 
stand there long enough to get a sense of direction, to phrase the 

wise question, to see where it is they want to go." 





Mr. Raubinger has "a notion that teachers...and superintendents, as- 
sailed on all sides, have sometimes in a kind of self-defense fallen 
back on practices which do not serve education well." This year he 

has sent all New Jersey boards of education a bulletin which reflects his concern. He 
noted the following trends which, if pushed to excess, will be harmful: pressure to 
"toughen up," too often resulting in emphasis on rote learning; excessive testing 
programs; overemphasis on marks and grades; unbalanced curriculum which stresses science 
and mathematics; moving high school departmentalized organization into elementary school; 
moving high school subject matter into junior high and elementary; the movement away 
from school goals of citizenship; and the tendency to assume that only 10 or 15 percent 
of students are worth the effort of the school. 














PB Washoe County, Nev., in which cities of Reno and Sparks are located, will build a 
new senior high school and two junior highs with funds from $6 million bond issue passed 
last month. District expects 55 percent enrollment increase over the next four years. 





> The Midwest Council on Airborne Television Instruction announces its "nationwide 
talent search" for TV teachers is under way. After telecast teachers and alternates 
have been selected and contracts signed, current plans call for them to gather on the 
Purdue campus about February 15, 1960. (See EDUCATION U.S.A., Oct. 22, 1959.) 





& P. R. Curry, plant manager for Western Electric Co., Nashville, Tenn., visited city 
schools recently and discovered for himself that they had changed since he was a boy. 
He found a student, too, who could answer a question that "not one man in 100 could 
have told me."' The question? What makes the paddle-wheel satellite work? Thirteen- 
year-old Lynn Williams reeled off the fact that "the solar battery is recharged by 
the light rays of the sun as the satellite goes on the light side of the earth; that 
keeps it going while it passes the dark side." "Beats all I ever heard," said Curry. 





- NEWSMAKERS--U.S. Comissioner of Education Lawrence G. Derthick is on his way "down 
under" to attend the South Pacific Commission seminar in Australia. >>» Willa Wales 
Corbitt, past president of Wyoming Department of Classroom Teachers and retired teacher 
of mathematics, was recently elected to her third term as mayor of Riverton, Wyo. >? 
James Bryant Conant, principal speaker at recent dedication ceremonies of Harvard Uni- 
versity's new chemistry laboratory, was happily kept in the dark until the last moment-- 
the lab was named for him. >> Atomic Energy Commissioner John Floberg, in Loyola Uni- 
versity speech, warned against overemphasis in science and technology and concentration 
of federal scholarships in those fields. Mr. Floberg said: "A solution must be quick- 
ly found that prevents any one class of knowledge from cannibalizing others and yet cata- 
lyzes the maximum advance of all."' >> Superintendent Oliver Hodge of Oklahoma succeeds 


G. E. Watson, superintendent of public instruction of Wisconsin, as council president 
for 1960. 
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